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cattergunners all over the country are
raving about sporting clays, five-
stand, and other shotgunning games
spawned from clays. Originating in Eu-
rope, sporting clays and its fellow games
have caught on. I've tried them all, and I'm
telling you they’re exciting.
Sporting clays, or “golf with a shotgun’
as it has been called, has captured the
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John Satterwhite gets ready to powder a target.

imagination of the competitive shooter.
Smoothbore enthusiasts are copying the
golf nut, traveling the country to compete
on different courses and experience clay
pigeons zipping through the air from ev-
ery possible angle, within beautiful land-
scapes. Every conceivable shot is thrown,
and you never see the same shot twice.
Hilly, flat, and open desert courses, over-
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water shots—they’re all out there.

As co-host of “Pull, America’s Great
Gun Clubs,” which can be seen on the
Outdoor Life Network, I had the opportu-
nity to visit, shoot, and film some of the
finest sporting clays courses in America,
including the Homestead in Virginia with
top pro David Judah, the Greenbriar in
West Virginia, Sandanona in Upstate New

HAsSTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE

TorP QUALITY PHEASANT HUNTING

HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE OFFERS THE CLOSEST
THING TO WILD BIRD HUNTING FOUND ON A GAME PRESERVE. THE
CLUB, LOCATED NEAR RIO VISTA, CALIFORNIA IS COMPRISED OF
4,700 ACRES, WITH OVER BOO ACRES IN PERMANENT, NATURAL
COVER, OTHER FEATURES INCLUDE: PHEASANT AND CHUKAR
HUNTING, OFF-SEASON ACCESS, A LARGE CLUBHOUSE WITH
SHOWERS, COFFEE SHOP SERVING BREAKFAST AND LUNCH,
KENNELS WITH DOG RENTAL AND BOARDING, BIRD CLEANING,
TRAP RANGE, PICNIC AREA, FiSHING, DOG TRAINING FIELDS AND
CAMPING.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:

(707) 678-3325
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2000 SEASON

March-Sept  Preplanned and custom hunts
Ducks-Geese-Perdiz-Doves-
Pigeons-Red Stag-Fish (Ask about

our hot-gun dove special)

URUGUAY Four all inclusive programs

Ducks-Perdiz-Doves-Pigeons

BOLIVIA/PARAGUAY The world’s new hot-gun des-

tination for doves and pigeons

SOUTH AFRICA Natal area-Custom programs
Ducks-Geese-Big Game-Upland

Birds-Phato Safaris

Transportation not included
Call, write, or FAX for brochures
(800) 320-7117 FAX (205) 824-1411
1400 Montgomery Highway: Birmingham, AL 35216
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BUFFALO BILL SHOOTOUT
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York, and many more. Each course was as
different as night and day. [ thought I was
a deadeye with a shotgun. Boy, did those
courses humble me in a hurry. But what a
challenge.

Sporting clays demands the right equip-
ment. Guns, chokes (a must), shot size,
even the right clothing will increase your
success. Most of all, this sport requires tre-
mendous concentration and practice. So if
you want a shotgun challenge, this sport
was made for you.

I was invited last summer to one of
sporting clays’ biggest events, the Buffalo
- Bill Celebrity Shootout in Cody, Wyoming.
This annual competition draws shooters
from all over the country and tests their
skills at sporting clays, five-stand, wobble
skeet, wobble trap, trap and skeet. The
three-day competition, with big-time
prizes, benefits one of the most beautiful
museums in America, the Buffalo Bill His-
torical Center. Celebrities at the event have
included General Norman Schwarzkopf,
former Wyoming Senator Alan Simpson,
Frank Stallone, and Roy Rogers’ son,
Dusty. A shooting sports “who’s who” adds
a special flavor to this event.

The sporting clays course is a high
desert, rolling hill setup that will challenge
any shooter. The five-stand course is one
of the most challenging I’ve seen. This
was the first time I'd shot wobble trap
and wobble skeet. What is the wobble? It's
just like trap and skeet—same stations,
same angles—but at varying heights.
Shooters never know how high or low the
clay will be thrown. Sometimes it varies
as much as 10 feet. It’s more challenging
than regular trap and skeet.

The city of Cody rolls out the red car-

pet for this annual event. Daily rodeos,
barbecues—they even rope off streets for
“Old West” gunfights and shows. On that
weekend, John Satterwhite, one of the
world’s greatest trick shooters, put on a
dazzling display of shotgunning skills. The
shots were incredible.

The Buffalo Bill Historical Center is
actually five museums in one. The Whitney
Gallery of Art, the Buffalo Bill Historical
Center, the Plains Indian Museum, the
Cody Firearms Museum, and the newest
addition, the Natural History Museum. The
first time 1 visited the center a few years

ago, I spent six hours inside and didn’t see
everything. It seemed as if every gun ever
made in America was on display. Brown-
ing, Remington, Winchester, Sharpes, you
name them, they’re all there. The artwork
was breathtaking. Native American exhib-
its abound. And, of course, Buffalo Bill’s
influence is everywhere in the facility.
Magnificent is the only word to describe

* this wonderful treasure. When passing by

the exhibits you’ll feel like you're going
back in time to a wonderful place in his-
tory.

The shootout. The center. Cody Wyo-
ming. Yellowstone Park. It’s a “must see.”
And get this: Cab rides are free on Sun-
days. Now that ought to get you there. AL

The author has been a professional
caller for 28 years. He has authored a se-
ries of videos and cassettes on calling and
waterfowling.
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WORLD CHAMPION GOOSE CALLS
CHAMPIONSHIP DUCK CALLS
INSTRUCTIONAL AUDIO &
VIDEO CASSETTES
CALL OR WRITE

SEAN E. MANN

901 Radcliffe Road, Towson, MD 24204
(410) 828-5808

Specialists
In California
Native
Grass
Seed

Over 100 ecotypes and ecovars of low
maintenance-drought telerant native landscape
grasses in stock. We have the appropriate native

grass for your location and project needs.

» Roadside Beautification * Weed Abatement ¢ -
» Erosion Control « Wildlife Habitat Restoration: ¢
e Native Meadows ¢ Expert Consultation

For more information call (916) 775r1676 or write:
ConservaSeed P.O. Box 455, Rio Vista, CA 94571
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